
Educational Highlights: I began my academic career under the guidance 
of the late Dr. Alison Piepmeier as a women’s and gender studies major. 
It was then that I realized my interest in activism and egalitarian political 
movements. With her help, I was selected as a Ketner Emerging Leader, 
a scholarship I have maintained since my first year.  This led me to an 
internship on-campus with the Gender and Sexuality Equity center, in 
which I wrote numerous policy reports, created and facilitated workshops 
on things like sexual misconduct and LGBTQ inclusion. After taking 
Western Civilization with Dr. Christian Coseru my sophomore year, I 
was sure I needed to study philosophy and made the switch. In spring of 
2016 I studied abroad in Havana, Cuba and completed an independent 
study, for which I received Best Undergraduate Paper at the 2017 
William V. Moore Research Conference. I was also selected to receive the 
Tomo Cook Scholarship by the philosophy department last year. I am a 
member of the Honors College and will graduate Summa Cum Laude. 
I am eternally grateful for the respect, guidance, and the challenges I have encountered in my professors and peers in the 
philosophy department.

Research Focus or Project: Most of my serious work during my undergraduate career has focused on political philosophy, 
specifically on political systems distinct from our own. In my independent study in Cuba, I wanted to explore the 
relationship between the Marxist-based egalitarianism found in Cuban law and women’s levels of equality, both qualitative 
and quantitative. I sought to challenge the predominant, singular narrative, that women in Cuba are almost perfectly equal, 
and provide a more comprehensive analysis based on testimony of Cuban women. For my bachelor’s essay, I took a more 
theoretical approach and decided to study 21st century political alternatives to neoliberalism. I focused specifically on the 
mysterious term “post-Marxism” and sought to crystallize its meaning and defend its distinction as a uniquely contemporary 
approach to Marxist thought.

Future Plans: I plan to teach English in Colombia in 2018. Upon my (possible) return to the United States, I hope to 
attend law school with a focus on immigration law. I ultimately wish to work with low-income and immigrant communities, 
providing legal aid to those who need it most and participating in community activism, education, and organization. 
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